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general though, “Non-profits are feeling
optimistic,” says Craddock.
How can you help? Head straight to
your favorite charities’ websites to make
direct donations, shop their stores at your
leisure — in person or online — and pencil
in not-to-be-missed live and virtual events
happening this year and into the next. At-risk
and in-need men, women, and children are
counting on Tucson’s continued generosity.

People Power: In-Person Events

In 2020, the Silver & Turquoise Ball
was postponed for the first time in 75 years
due in part to the temporary closure of the
Arizona Inn, the event host. Supporters
who already had purchased tickets were
given the option of a refund, to donate the
ticket money, or to rollover tickets to 2021.
Because many generous Tucsonans opted
to donate their ticket money, the National
Historic Landmark Mission San Xavier del
Bac — which has been the ball’s beneficiary
for the last 30 years — was able to receive
a generous donation this year even though
there was no event. “Work on the Mission
does not go away just because of COVID,”
notes ball chair Amy Bhola. The 2021 Silver
& Turquoise Ball is slated to once again
take place on April 24 at the Arizona Inn.
“We plan to work closely with the Inn to
meet whatever requirements and guidelines
are in place at the time to ensure a safe and
beautiful event,” says Bhola. But organizers understand that it’s impossible to know
what the future holds. Says Bhola, “We are
hoping for the best — that things look better
in the spring — not just for our event but for
the entire community. And we hope to see
everyone at the ball in April.”
Get ready for one of Tucson’s largest
fundraising events, the Great Centurions
Rock of ’80s: Big Hair Affair on May
1, 2021, at Kino Sports Complex. All net
proceeds benefit Southern Arizona charities
serving children and adults most in need
in the areas of healthcare, education, and
mentorship. This year, organizers have a
packed night of fun planned with “Simply
Irresistible” food and “Welcome to the
Jungle” specialty drinks, a live band, casino
(“Don’t Stop Believing”), an Epic ’80s
costume contest, raffles, and other special
happenings throughout the night. Don’t
stop ’til you get enough! Having a little too
much fun? Organizers offer complimentary
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In 2020, the Silver & Turquoise Ball was
postponed for the first time in 75 years
due in part to the temporary closure of the
Arizona Inn, the event host.

Top: Mariachis greeted guests at a previous Silver &
Turquoise Ball. Photo by Britta Van Vranken.
Above: The Centurions held a ’70s-themed party for
one of their events. Photo by Takara Tatum.
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FUTURE OF FUNDRAISING

AIDS Walk traditionally has been an
opportunity for families and groups to
participate together. Photo by Creatista.

Another event that plans
to proceed virtually is the
Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation’s annual
Out Brunch, scheduled
for February 27, 2021.
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shared taxi rides home. “The sole purpose
of this event is to support local charities,”
says Executive Director Chris Hanson. This
year’s beneficiaries include Parent Aid and
Youth on Their Own, among others. Safety
coincides with history, as this annual event
has been held outdoors since the late 1960s.
“Having it outside is a plus,” says Hanson.
“We will create something like a little town
with a stage, a disco, a number of bars, a
charity casino, and more — and we can
configure the event to spread people out
safely,” he adds.
For almost 40 years Angel Charity for
Children has been providing financial
support to the children of Pima County by
raising money and donating proceeds to a
range of vetted and worthy local non-profit
agencies. Intermountain Centers, Boys to
Men, and Reid Park Zoo are only a few of
the groups that received monies in 2020.
In August, the Angels created a two-year
fundraising plan in response to their decision to postpone all 2020 events until 2021.
On April 25, 2021, Angel Charity will host
Drop In at the Dropout for the second year
at Culinary Dropout restaurant. Loaded with
local vendors, it’s “a pop-up shopping event
with something for both men and women.
It showcases new and established artists,
décor, jewelry, apparel, accessories, beauty

products, and food,” says Communications
Chair Kellie Terhune. There also will be
games, raffles, specialty bars (cigar, anyone?) set up outside, and more. Raising
money through tickets and sponsorships, the
organization remains flexible as the event
approaches. Says Terhune, “We will be
making changes and observing prevailing
protocols for the pandemic as we get closer
to the event.”
One of Angel Charity’s major fundraisers,
the highly anticipated Angel Ball, has now
been scheduled for December 11, 2021, at
The Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa. It’s a
black-tie gala featuring an elegant cocktail
party, gourmet dinner, and dancing to a
world-class party band.
Perimeter Bicycling has always had the
goal of raising money for charities. One of
Tucson’s most well known events — El Tour
de Tucson — is no exception. Normally
held in November, the 2020 ride has been
postponed until April 10, 2021, and will
be officially known as the 38th Banner —
University Medicine El Tour de Tucson.
One of the ways monies are raised is by the
creation of non-profit teams for which you
can sign up to ride. The list of participating
groups grows daily and reflects a diverse
array of causes: Ride for Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Southern Arizona, Beads of
Courage, or the Alzheimer’s Association, to
name a few.
For the last 18 years, Emerge! Center
Against Domestic Abuse has held a Mother
of the Year Luncheon. On April 16, 2021,
the event debuts as the Survivor of the
Year Luncheon, so that any domestic abuse
survivor can be considered for the honor and
invited to speak about their courageous journey. In addition to an awards ceremony —
their major annual fundraiser — there will
be a raffle and silent auction. Can’t make the
event? You can send your regards in the form
of a Regrets Donation, and Benjamin Supply
will match your generosity. Or consider
purchasing a seat for a survivor of domestic
abuse. You buy the ticket, and Emerge! takes
care of the details.

There in Spirit: Virtual Realities

This past October, the Humane Society of
Southern Arizona’s big fundraiser — Puttin’
on the Dog — pivoted to a televised Tail-aThon rather than an in-person shindig. “We
are currently moving all of our large events
online or hosting smaller events outside,
so that people can still feel comfortable
participating,” says Leeana Phillips, Events
TucsonLifestyle.com

Angel Charity for Children has
had a rousing success with
Drop In at the Dropout. Photo
by Britta Van Vranken.

Manager for HSSA. In December, HSSA
will kick off its virtual Holiday Auction on
Black Friday, Nov. 27. “For us, going virtual
can decrease out-of-pocket expenses,” says
Phillips. Lower production costs can mitigate decreased donations, which means net
proceeds can remain close to what they’ve
been in the past. For an organization that
hosts many events throughout the year,
“Social media is a great way for the public to
keep track of us,” says Phillips.
Another event that plans to proceed
virtually is the Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation’s annual Out Brunch, scheduled for February 27, 2021. Conceived as a
celebration of LGBTQ+ pride and an opportunity to honor leaders in the community,
this year’s brunch will reflect the times, and
the details continue to evolve.

Shop!

Show up when The Assistance League
of Tucson’s thrift store is about to open
and prepare to stand in line. It’s that popular
— for good reason. Clean and organized,
friendly and well stocked, this shop sells
gently used clothing, furniture, and other
merchandise. Some items are even available
for purchase online. Revenue from the shop
provides almost half of the funding for their
philanthropic programs annually. Due to
TucsonLifestyle.com

For almost 40 years Angel Charity for Children
has been providing financial support to the
children of Pima County by raising money and
donating proceeds to a range of vetted and
worthy local non-profit agencies.
COVID, they are currently open three days
a week, but you can expect those days of
operation to expand as things begin to return
to normal. Supported programs include
Hooked on Books, Starting Over Supplies,
and Assault Survivor Kits in conjunction
with Southern Arizona Center Against
Sexual Assault (SACASA). All told, the
organization serves more than 5,000 members of our community each year.
Shopping in support of the Humane
Society of Southern Arizona also is a doggone good option. PAWSH stores located at
Park Place and the Main Campus on Roger
Road house pet supplies, such as leashes,
collars, toys and treats — in addition to
adoptable furry friends. And the HSSA
Thrift Store on Speedway is chock-full of
quality used items — from clothing to dishes, furniture to art. There’s always a treasure
to unearth, and all for a good cause.

Play

Feb. 21–28, 2001, the Cologuard
Classic, an official PGA TOUR
Champions event, is scheduled to be
held at Omni Tucson National Resort.
It will be the 55th year the Tucson
Conquistadores have hosted professional golf in the Old Pueblo. The
no-cut format features three days of
professional competition preceded
by Pro-Am events earlier in the week.
Funds raised this year will be donated in
support of colon cancer awareness and
Tucson youth sports. TL

Note: Due to the changing nature of
the pandemic, be sure to visit individual
organizations’ websites and social
media pages for the most up-to-dateinformation about fundraising events.
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