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Up Front Not To Be Missed

Silver &
Turquoise
Ball
WHAT BEGAN IN 1950 AS AN impromptu potluck gathering of a group of prominent local women (including Isabella
Greenway, the first U.S. congresswoman in
Arizona history, and founder of the Arizona
Inn), has blossomed into one of the city’s
most distinctive annual fundraisers.
Held each year by the Silver & Turquoise
Board of Hostesses, the black-tie evening
includes an elegant gourmet dinner at the
Arizona Inn. Guests dance under the stars
to the sounds of big band musical favorites. Tradition is honored not only in the
location, but also the name of the event;
one of the founders was Aurora Patania,
jewelry designer and wife of Frank Patania,
whose family has become legendary for
the beautiful silver and turquoise jewelry
they’ve created.
Since 1993, proceeds from the ball
have gone toward conservation efforts at
Mission San Xavier del Bac. Construction
of the mission — which was founded in
1692 by Father Eusebio Kino — began in
1783. Over the centuries, various efforts to
preserve it have had mixed results, and in
1978, a non-profit group — the Patronato
— was formed to promote the preservation
of the mission. Conservation work began
in 1992, and additional efforts are necessary on parts of the structure. Designated
as a National Historic Landmark, the
church contains many original works of
art, including statues and murals. It remains
a working parish and is open to the public
for services, weddings, etc.
This year’s chairwoman is Jennifer Harris.
TucsonLifestyle.com is a media partner.

Silver &
Turquoise Ball
May 3, 6 p.m.
Arizona Inn
Tickets: $300 each
For more information call Amy
Bhola at 577-5139 or visit www.
silverandturquoiseball.org.

SCENES FROM LAST
YEAR’S EVENT
Photos by
Kris Hanning.
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